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Gene,
 
I am attaching a GE assessment plan for a new German course: German 2256. Though the requested
GE category is different from the one attached to KNSISM 2210 and KNSISM 2211 (German 2256 is
requesting GE Literature), the Panel thought it was a good example and might be helpful to the
Department of Human Sciences.
 
All the best,
Bernadette
 

Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Program Director, Curriculum and Assessment
College of Arts and Sciences
154D Denney Hall, 164 Annie & John Glenn Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679 / Fax: 614-292-6303
http://asccas.osu.edu
 

From: Vankeerbergen, Bernadette 
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Folden, H <folden.1@osu.edu>
Cc: Aski, Janice <aski.1@osu.edu>; Odum, Sarah <odum.11@osu.edu>; Zircher, Andrew
<zircher.2@osu.edu>
Subject: KNSISM 2210 and KNSISM 2211
 
Dear Gene,
 
Last Friday, the Arts and Humanities 1 Panel of the ASC Curriculum Committee reconsidered
proposals to offer KNSISM 2210 and KNSISM 2211 (both existing courses with GE Historical Study)
100% on-line.
 
The requests were unanimously approved with five contingencies, which I here list:

·         Online syllabus:

o   Page 5 of the online syllabus for both 2210 and 2211 lists the course
grades which include a final examination to be submitted online. The
final page of the course schedule for both courses lists the final
examination as a summary essay. Please clarify if the final assignment
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GE Assessment Plan, German 2256, Fan Fiction from Homer to Harry Potter 


Expected Learning Outcomes Direct Methods:  Indirect 
Methods:  


Expected student 
achievement 


 


1. Students analyze, interpret, 
and critique significant literary 
works.  
 


 
Assessment of final 
presentation, which 
requires independent 
interpretation of a literary 
work related to the themes 
and concepts discussed in 
class.1 


 
Student self-
evaluation2 


Direct: At least 75% of 
the class receives scores 
of 3 or higher on both 
rubric items; at least 85% 
score three or higher on 
one item. 
 
Indirect: At least 75% of 
students will choose 
“agree” or “strongly 
agree” to describe their 
experience in the course. 


 


2. Through reading, discussing, 
and writing about literature, 
students appraise and evaluate 
the personal and social values 
of their own and other culture.  
 


 
Embedded questions in 
mid-term exams ask 
students to relate the 
cultural concepts and 
artistic values discussed in 
course materials to 
significant literary works.3 
    


 
Student self-
evaluation 


 
Direct: At least 85% of 
students score three or 
higher on the embedded 
question rubric; 75% of 
students score 4 or 
higher. 
 
Indirect: At least 75% of 
students will choose 
“agree” or “strongly 
agree” to describe their 
experience in the course. 


 


Follow-up and feedback process: 


The results from the rubrics assessing direct and indirect measures of both ELOs will be evaluated at the 
end of the semester, and forwarded to the Undergraduate Studies Committee for review. If the results 
suggest a particular weakness or strength in the course, it will be revised to address the need for 
improvement or to extend its successful components. Results will be archived digitally in the 
departmental Undergraduate Studies files. 


  


                                                           
1 A rubric will be used to score the final presentations. See Appendix A.  
2 Students will be asked to complete a self-evaluation that includes questions addressing the GE ELOs in 
this course. See Appendix B. 
3 For example questions and the scoring rubric, see Appendix C. 







Appendix A: 


Rubric for assessment of presentations. 


 1 2 3 4 
Global 
interpretation 
and analysis 


Presentation 
text displays a 
fundamental 
misunderstandin
g of the text; or, 
essay has two of 
the problems 
outlined in the 
“2” range 


Depends on 
plot summary, 
rather than 
analysis or 
interpretation; 
no thesis or 
discernable 
argument; 
inadequate 
coverage of the 
topic; basic 
reasoning not 
sufficiently in 
evidence 


Makes an 
argument 
based on 
analysis, but 
ideas lack 
depth/detail; 
topic needs 
more analysis; 
ideas are good 
but are 
insufficiently 
explained or 
justified 


A persuasive, 
insightful 
presentation of 
student’s own 
ideas that 
analyzes the 
topic 
thoroughly; 
reasoning is 
clearly 
articulated 
throughout 


Analysis of 
evidence 


Very few to no 
concrete 
examples; no 
real attempt at 
analysis 


Few concrete 
examples; little 
attempt at 
analysis  


Attempt is 
made to 
analyze an 
appropriate 
number of 
concrete 
examples  


Appropriate 
number of 
concrete 
examples are 
thoroughly 
analyzed 


 


Appendix B:  


Student Learning-Self-Evaluation 


 


Please select the response that best reflects your experience in this course. 


 


As a result of this course I….. Strongly 
agree 


Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


have developed skills that will help me to 
analyze, interpret, and critique literary texts. 
 


    


 


Please explain your answer: 


 


 







 


 


As a result of this course I….. Strongly 
agree 


Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


am able to appraise and evaluate the personal 
and social values of both my own and other 
cultures.  
 


    


 


Please explain your answer: 


 


 


Appendix C: 


Sample questions to be embedded in mid-term exams. 


Example 1: Define Foucault’s concept of authorship and explain how it is related to medieval writing 
practices.  


Example 2: Explain how Goethe’s Werther is related to new literary forms that inspired the creation of 
fan fiction.  


Scoring rubric 


1 2 3 4 5 
Answer shows 
little 
understanding or 
knowledge of 
cultural object 
AND phenomena; 
No coherent 
explanation of 
relationship 


Answer shows 
flawed 
understanding of 
OR lack of 
knowledge about 
cultural product or 
related 
ideas/phenomena; 
Little effort to 
relate product and 
phenomena OR 
explanation of 
relationship 
unclear or 
seriously flawed 


Answer shows 
adequate 
understanding of 
both cultural 
product and the 
ideas or 
phenomena to 
which it relates;  
Explanation of the 
relationship 
between them may 
be simplistic or 
somewhat flawed 


Answer shows 
good 
understanding of 
both cultural 
product and the 
ideas or 
phenomena to 
which it relates; 
Solid explanation 
of the relationship 
between them 


Answer shows 
excellent 
understanding of 
both cultural 
product and the 
ideas or 
phenomena to 
which it relates; 
Clear, nuanced 
explanation of the 
relationship 
between them 


 





		1. Students analyze, interpret, and critique significant literary works. 

		2. Through reading, discussing, and writing about literature, students appraise and evaluate the personal and social values of their own and other culture. 
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is an examination or an essay.

o   ELOs are listed for topics in each module. Panel is unclear how the
course is fulfilling ELO3, which is listed next to all sources. ELO3 for
GE Historical Study is “students speak and write critically about
primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse
interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.”
Clarify how students speak and write critically about these sources in
order to meet ELO3.

·         In-class syllabi still use outdated GEC goals and expected learning outcomes
used under quarters. Please update syllabi using current language for GE
Historical Study listed below:

 
Goals: Students recognize how past events are studied and how they
influence today’s society and the human condition.
 
Expected Learning Outcomes:

1.       Students construct an integrated perspective on history and the
factors that shape human activity.

2.       Students describe and analyze the origins and nature of
contemporary issues.

3.       Students speak and write critically about primary and secondary
historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past
events and ideas in their historical contexts.

·         Assessment plan:

o   The assessment plans included on page 7 of the online syllabi state that
“Historical Study learning goals shall be assessed and reported in this
course by comparing student performance on the term paper (pretest)
and final examination paper (post-test) in each assessed learning
outcome (ELO1, ELO2, ELO3) on a scale from 0-4.” Two papers with
different prompts are not an appropriate pre and post-test. The same
question(s) should be used in a pre and post-test.

o   Additionally, a pre-test cannot be given within the 13th week of class as a
term paper. A pre-test assesses what a student knows at the beginning of
a course as a means of comparison with post-test at the end of the
course.

 
I will return the courses via curriculum.osu.edu in a minute to enable the department to address the
points above.
 
Should you have any questions about this feedback, do not hesitate to contact Janice Aski (faculty
Chair of the Arts and Humanities 1 Panel; cc’d here), or me.

file:////c/curriculum.osu.edu


 
My best,
Bernadette
 
 
 
 

Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Program Director, Curriculum and Assessment
College of Arts and Sciences
154D Denney Hall, 164 Annie & John Glenn Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679 / Fax: 614-292-6303
http://asccas.osu.edu
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